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What Shall We Make, Then? 
 © 2019 TexasGabi 

 

The recommendation for a Berroco Yarn Tasting is “Do whatever you feel 

like!” If you would like some inspiration, here are a few suggestions that you 

will also see during our Virtual Yarn Tasting videos and photos: 

Knitting 
For my samples, one 20g ball was enough to make a M&M swatch and one 

little flag. Experiences may vary. You will also need needle sizes 2 – 11, any style/length will be fine. 

Bunting Flag 
These little flags are quick to make and give you a good first impression of the fabric 

that these yarns will create. On a book ring or key chain they can serve as cute samples 

for your spring/summer season crafting, or line them up and make a decorative 

bunting.  

Two ways to knit: 

1) Tip up 

- Cast on 2 sts 

- Knit 2 rows 

- Kfb, knit to last stitch, kfb (increase 2 sts) 

- Knit 3 rows 

- Repeat the last 4 rows until you have 20 sts on your needle 

- Bind-off loosely. 

2) Top Down 

- Cast on 20 sts 

- Knit 3 rows 

- K2tog, knit to last 2 stitches, k2tog (decrease 2 sts) 

- Repeat these 4 rows until you have 2 sts left on your needle 

- Knit 2 rows 

- Bind-off loosely. 

The M&M Swatch 
You can get serious right away and make a gauge swatch. To get 

the full benefits of a swatch, it should be large enough to take a 

good look at the resulting fabric. Also knit it and wash it 

according to the manufacturer’s care instructions. Only then will 

you know what to expect for your project. 
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M&M stands for “Meaningful and Minimal”. I decided to provide a “recipe” for a minimal and 

meaningful swatch that is not too boring to make, but will provide you with good information.  

The idea is that you start with the gauge information for a yarn, and then you “frame” it with a couple of 

Stockinette sts/rows so that you’ll have the full 4” to measure. Lastly, there is another “frame” of Garter 

to prevent rolling edges.  

Let’s take a look at the number of stitches first … 

Sts Formula: ___ stitches in the gauge info + 10 sts = ___ sts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now let’s take a look at the number of rows for the Stockinette center … 

Rows Formula: ___ rows in the gauge info + 4 rows = ___ rows 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4” gauge info 
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4” gauge info 

 

2 rows Stockinette  

2 rows Stockinette 

4 rows Garter 

..… rows Stockinette 

4 rows Garter 
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Start knitting: 

Cast-on _____ sts (Sts Formula) 

(4) rows Garter border 

(Rows Formula _____):  

   RS knit 

   WS k3, purl to last 3 sts, k3 

(4) rows Garter border 

Bind-off loosely. 

Don’t worry! I’ll provide the math for you for each of the five new yarns, but you may want to keep 

this information for future reference. 

What to do with your swatches? They’ll make handy little pockets to your garment, or collect them and 

put them together into a blanket. Since the swatches will be “about” the same size, all the swatches will 

work together just fine.  

Note: The M&M swatch is the most common swatch needed, in Stockinette. However, make a separate 

swatch for patterns or knitting in the round.  

 

The Doodle Swatch 
Lastly, here are some suggestions for a pattern sampler. You can make it long enough to 

wear it as a little scarf, which will make a great conversation starter.  

For this sample, I cast on 20 stitches and then just worked what came to mind. Here are a 

few suggestions: 

- Knit your favorite stitch pattern.  

- Try the same pattern in different yarns and see which one you like best. 

- Knit a pattern stitch from a past project and see how you like it in the new yarn. 

- Google knitting stitches, or explore old and new stitch patterns in a book. 

- Mix and match the yarns and observe the different effects that you can achieve. 

Note: You can but don’t have to change needles when you switch yarns. As a matter of fact, 

using different needle sizes is just another interesting aspect to explore when you make such 

a pattern sampler! 
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Crocheting 
For my samples, one 20g ball was enough to make a bookmark, 

with some yarn left. Experiences may vary. 

If you prefer to crochet, here are a few suggestions for you. 

Free Berroco Patterns 
Alison’s Marietta Bookmark is my favorite swatch pattern. 

They are fun to make, you try sc and different other stitches 

and combinations, enough to get a good feel for the yarn. And 

they look pretty! Put them together for a decorative wall 

hanging or window decoration, or keep them as show-off 

swatch samples for the season. You can find the pattern here: 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/marietta  

Amy suggested this free Petunia Blossom pattern, which is an 

invitation to experiment with combining yarns. You’ll have 

instant snug coasters, add a pin for a cute brooch, or applique 

them onto a blanket for a comfy spring accent. You can find 

the pattern here: 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/petunia-blossom-2  

Just the Swatch … 
Lookup the gauge information for your yarn.  Most crochet 

swatches are given in single crochet (sc), and there is no need 

to add any specific border. Suggestion: Add 4 stitches in width 

and 4 rows in length to have enough of a swatch to see, feel, 

and measure. 

What to do with your swatches? The size makes instant 

coasters. Add a decorative edging if you want. Collect them 

and put them together into a scarf or blanket. 4 of them will 

make a nice hot pad. Since the swatches will be “about” the 

same size, all the swatches will work together just fine.  

Note: If your project requires pattern stitches, remember to 

make a separate swatch for each pattern stitch. 

 

 

 

All rights reserved. You have permission to share this information with your friends. 

 Local Yarn Stores may use this information for their local yarn tastings. 

If you have any questions, just send me an email at gabi@texasgabi.com 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/marietta
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/petunia-blossom-2
mailto:gabi@texasgabi.com

